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Message from the President 
      
Having just returned from another great Mini-Conference, it is a pleasure for me to be able to update 
you on what happened at the OGM and the Mini-Conference, in particular those of our members who 
were not present in Porto on the 9th and 10th of June.   
First of all I would like to thank our Members on behalf of the Board for the trust 
and confidence shown in the voting.  The new Board is presented below. 
Secondly, I am pleased to inform you that we have received 4 new members since 
the OGM last year, and it gives me great pleasure to welcome AICA Asia Pacific 
Holding Pte. Ltd., Singapore, Mitsui O.S.K. Bulk Shipping (USA) LLC, Houston, Tx., 
USA, Rox Trade OU, Maardu, Estonia and Navigator Terminals U.K. Ltd., England 
to IMPCA.  After these changes, IMPCA now has 79 full members. 
This year’s Mini-Conference which took place in Porto, Portugal, had again a record 
participation.  Further information about this traditional event can be found below. 
Earlier this year we released an updated version of the IMPCA Methanol Reference Specifications.  The 
Technical Committee who look after this part of our activities have again done a very professional job.  
The Chairman, Dr. Simon Froom of BP Chemicals, will be retiring later this year, and I take this 
opportunity to thank him for his many years of service on the committee. 
Last, but not least, I would like to thank Mr. Christopher Schindler of EVONIK for his years of service on 
the Board of IMPCA.  He has been replaced by Dr. Monika Hoppe-Hoeffler as EVONIK’s official 
representative and I take this opportunity to welcome Dr. Hoppe-Hoeffler on the Board. 
I am wishing you all a nice summer! 
 
        René Butzelaar, President 
 

 

OGM 2016 
14 members attended this year’s Ordinary General Meeting which was held in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Porto, Portugal, prior to the 28th Mini-Conference. 
A new Board was elected, and the Accounts for 2015 as well as the Budget 2016 and 2017 were 
approved. 
 

The new Board elected with a 1 year mandate is composed as follows: 

Member Company      Representative 

AMPCO       Mr. Edson JONES 

BASF SE       Mr. Wolfgang SCHLINDWEIN 

CELANESE Chemicals Europe GmbH    Dr.  Florian KOHL 

EVONIK       Dr. Monika HOPPE-HOEFFLER 

HELM AG       Mr. Norbert BAUM 

MIDER-HELM METHANOL VERTRIEBS GmbH   Mr. Thorsten HEINICKE 
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MITSUBISHI CORPORATION     Mr. Eisuke SASAKI 

PERSTORP       Mr. Urban SVENSSON 

SOLVADIS METHANOL GmbH     Mr. René BUTZELAAR 

The newly elected Executive Committee consists of: 

 

                          
                                                   
  Eisuke SASAKI    René BUTZELAAR           Thorsten HEINICKE       
  Vice President           President              Treasurer                                         
 
 
 

 
 
28th IMPCA European Mini-Conference 2016 ς P O R T O 
More than 200 were present at the Thursday night Dinner Cruise and availed themselves of excellent 
Networking opportunities whilst enjoying fine food and wines on board MV ESPLENDOR DO DOURO on 
the river Douro.   
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The Friday morning Business Session Programme consisted of 6 presentations: 
 

 
 

All presentations will be available at the IMPCA website: www.impca.eu  
 
Mark Berggren of MMSA  gave this year’s paper on Global Methanol Outlook. 
His Conclusions were: 

 

http://www.impca.eu/
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 άMethanol Economy Present and Future Benefits” was the title of the presentation given by Gil 
Dankner, Chairman, Dor Group 
 
He was focusing on methanol in transport and gas turbines, and his final message to the audience was: 

 
 
 

Eduard Lindner of Nexant had given his presentation the title ά/ƻŀƭ ǘƻ Chemicals in a Low Oil 

Scenarioέ. 

His conclusions were: 
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 Alistair Walace of CRU Analysis gave the audience an overview of the Nitrogen market in the paper 

“Nitrogen Market Trends with Focus on Ureaέ, and concluded as follows: 

 

ά{ƻƴŀŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ aodel of Wood PǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘέ was the title of the presentation given by Benoit 

Foucart of SONAE. Board- and laminates producers are not only large consumers of methanol, but also 

of urea for their production.  The biggest players are as follows: 
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The final paper at this year’s Mini-Conference was presented by Edgar Harzfeld, from Stralsund 

University.   He presented the paper on behalf of himself and Wolfgang Seuser of MMSA. The title 

chosen was “A New and Profitable Market Structure of Power to Methanol Storage Systemsέ.  

 

The presentations given in the Business Sessions are available for consultation / download in the 
members area of the website www.impca.eu   to all participants of the mini-conference.  

 
IMPCA would like to thank the speakers, sponsors and the participants for their valuable contribution in 
making this year’s conference a success. 
 

  

http://www.impca.eu/
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19th IMPCA Asian Methanol Conference 2016 

 

The 19th IMPCA Asian Methanol conference will be held in Singapore from November 1st to November 
3rd 2016.  This conference is organized by MMSA, Methanol Market Services Asia. 

Registration and bedroom bookings are now available. 

Please contact MMSA, www.methanolmsa.com for further details, or for any questions related to 
registration. 
 

The 5th IMPCA MississipPi Conference America  
The Board of IMPCA has decided to continue to organise this American event in order to increase the 
level of awareness of IMPCA in North America as well as in Latin America.  The event will be open to 
members and their guests who are potential members.    
 
 

 
 

http://www.methanolmsa.com/
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29th IMPCA European Mini-Conference 2017 

Several venues were evaluated for next year’s Mini-Conference.  Crucial for the choice of venue is of 
course that a ship suitable for our Thursday evening networking buffet dinner is available. It has been 
decided to return to Hamburg, which also hosted the 2010 conference. 
 
As always, the Mini-Conference will take place on the second Thursday and Friday in June, therefore 
please ensure that you mark your calendars for the 2017 Mini-Conference which will take place on the 
8th and 9th of June 2017.  
 

 
 

 

 

 Sponsorship opportunities ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aini-Conference.  
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΗ 
 

 
 

 
Editorial Team:  
Trond R. Tenold, IMPCA Director/Secretary 
Eleanor Conway, IMPCA Secretariat 


