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Introduction  

By René Butzelaar, President  

 

IMPCA will celebrate its 25th anniversary this autumn, and the Board has taken this opportunity 

to put the associationΩs history on record.  

 The chemical commodities industries are used to facing imbalanced markets and changing 

margins from time to time.  So also the methanol industry.  Those of you who have had the 

pleasure of being around during 1986 and 1987 will remember that it was bad.  Really bad.  

Personally I had been asked to talk about the European methanol market at WƛƳ /ǊƻŎŎƻΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ 

Methanol Conference in December 1986.  My speech was short and to the point.  I opened up 

ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΥ ά¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ aŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ aŀǊƪŜǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ aŜǎǎΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘƛǳƳΦ  L ƘŀŘ ǎaid 

all that had to be said.  And a mess it was. 

It is against this background that we have to understand how the idea about an association to 

look after the interests of the methanol industry at large came about.  An association where 

producers and consumers of methanol together with anyone linked to the industry can review 

matters of common interest.  Not a cartel of producers!  There was not, and never had been, any 

ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ άǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǊǘŜƭέΦ  Crom day one it was made quite 

clear that in all of its activities the association would ensure compliance with anti-trust and anti-

competition laws.  It goes without saying that we have of course fulfilled these requirements in 

the 25 years we have been in operation and we will continue to do so. 

If one should mention one name among the many who participated in the process leading up to 

the first Ordinary General Meeting of IMPCA in San Francisco in December 1987, it has to be John 

Stoney of ICI.  John also became the first president of IMPCA, and he was joined in the first 

Executive Committee by vice president Anthony J. Waters of BP Chemicals and by the treasurer 

Luc Duvillier of Petrofina. 

It is my hope that this booklet will be of interest to you 

 

Brussels, September 2012      René Butzelaar 

         President 
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Foreword by the Editor  

 

Having followed IMPCA almost from day one, my first involvement was as a delegate in the first 

Ordinary General Meeting in San Francisco in December 1987, I take great pleasure in being 

given the responsibility of editing this document, which covers the first 25 years of the 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ activities.  At the time of the first OGM, 37 companies had joined or were ready to 

join.  Of the 10 companies who had accepted to join the first official preparatory meeting in 

London in March 1987, 5 are still involved in the methanol industry and still members of IMPCA.  

The activities of the other 5 have been taken over by other companies who all are IMPCA 

members. 

Over the years IMPCA has lost a few members, in many instances because of restructuring 

activities among methanol producers, consumers and service companies.  But we have gained 

many new ones.  At time of writing we have 69 full members from all over the world.  ICI and the 

3 central Ms from Europe, MCN, Metallgesellschaft and Methanor, who were all on board from 

the beginning, have stopped trading or do not deal in methanol any longer.  Their methanol 

related activities, though, are now carried on by others who find it useful to continue their 

membership in IMPCA, namely BioMCN, Dynea, Methanex and Solvadis. 

Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜέ ŦƻǊ Lat/!Σ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 

combination with a continuous update, including the maintenance work which takes place in 

improving the IMPCA Methanol Reference Specifications. 

 

 

 

Brussels,  September 2012      Trond R. Tenold 

         Director & Secretary 
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Presentation of IMPCA  
 

According to the associations Articles of Association, the objective of IMPCA is the study of problems 
of common interest to the worldwide methanol industry and to represent and promote that 
industry.  

How we have done that during the first 25 years is described more in detail in this document.  Quite 
early it became evident that increased international movement of methanol would require better 
product specifications, and the IMPCA Methanol Reference Specifications were developed and 
introduced.   

Members  

Membership is open to all companies whose activities involve production, marketing, 
distribution of methanol (including service companies), or its use as feedstock in further 
chemical processing or as fuel. The Association knows Full and Associate Memberships. 
At present IMPCA has 69 full members, out of which 18 can be classified as producers and 17 
as marketers, 16 are methanol consumers and for 18 members service activities are the link 
to the industry. 

Geographically one might say that IMPCA is European biased, as 43 members have their main 
base in Europe.  16 of our members are based in Asia and in the Middle East, whilst 10 are 
based in the Americas.  But of course, many of our members are operating globally, so IMPCA 
is a true global organisation. 

The members meet formally at least once a year, in the Ordinary General Meeting in June 
prior to the European Mini-Conference.  The main items on the agenda of the OGM are 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩs budget and election of members to the 
Board and the Executive Committee. 

It should be noted that the Association represents all members and not any specific interest 
group. It can therefore fairly claim to represent all aspects of the Methanol industry covered 
by its members. Its activities are dedicated to promoting their joint interests. 

 

In the tables section at the end of this document we have listed the founding members and 
you will also find a link to present members. 
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Board  and Executive Committee  
The following members represented on the Board were elected at the OGM held in 

Wiesbaden, Germany in June 2012, and will serve until the OGM in 2013. 

. 

 

Thorsten Heinicke will take over as official representative of Mider-Helm from October 2012 

 

The Executive Committee is composed as follows: 

 

 

Director & Secretary  
At present Trond R. Tenold is serving as part time Director & Secretary.  Trond and his 

predecessors in this position are presented in the tables section at the end of this document. 
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Secretariat  
Already during the formation process, IMPCA benefitted from the valuable help and 

assistance of Eric Yates, Director of EPCA, the Brussels based European Petrochemical 

Association.  From the beginning IMPCA entered into a contract with EPCA for secretarial and 

accounting services.  The first person in the EPCA office who helped IMPCA with the 

secretarial services was Mandy Millard.  Since 2003 Eleanor Conway has been the contact 

person for IMPCA members.  For a small and lean organisation like IMPCA, it has been very 

convenient to be able to share resources with EPCA.  In particular when it comes to 

organising events, like the Mini-Conference fi, the present arrangement has been serving us 

well. 
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IMPCA ɀ More than just the Reference Specifications  

Background  
Many of you will know, but for some of you it may not be so obvious that IMPCA could already 

be more involved in your day-to-day operations than you are aware of.  The IMPCA Methanol 

Reference  Specifications are used by surveyors all over the world when methanol is being 

loaded and unloaded on the way from the producers to the end-users, often several times for 

the same cargo.   

For many years after Dr. Alwin Mittasch of BASF in 1913 produced the first synthetic methanol 

from carbon monoxide and hydrogen in his laboratory in Ludwigshafen, methanol was a regional 

product made from various feed stocks to a large extent by local producers.  

Later, when methanol started travelling longer distances and certainly when shipping of 

methanol between the continents became the rule rather than the exception, then the need for 

more detailed specifications arose. The IMPCA Reference Specifications therefore cover a wide 

range of items, specifying limits and test methods. 

Contamination of chloride, f.i., became an issue when methanol cargos started to cross the big 

oceans.   

 

Hence, it was not long after IMPCA was founded in 1987, that the IMPCA Reference 

Specifications were developed, and they have been continuously updated and improved since 

then.   

It was in fact Niko Vos of SGS, together with Pierre Troude of the French methanol consumer 

Rhone Poulenc and Robert Vriens of the Dutch producer Methanor and a few others who initially 
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got things on paper for IMPCA.  The present version is a document of 15 pages which you can 

find on our web-site, www.impca.be.  

IMPCA Reference Specifications

www.impca.be
 

The background for creating IMPCA was not primarily specifications, but it soon became a matter 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘŀǎƪs and targets. 

Handling Matters of Common Interest  

The idea to create a platform for handling matters of common interest for those involved in the 

methanol industry at large came about in the aftermath of the dismal year 1986. 

The animation below describes well the market situation at that time. Storage companies could 

have sold their capacities numerous times had it been feasible.  Similar situations have occurred 

several times since then, as many of you will have experienced.  The first time the editor used 

this illustration by the way, was in a presentation given at the World Methanol Conference in 

Houston in 1989, i.e. 23 years ago.  The title of that presentation was άaŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ς How long is it 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ .ŀǊƎŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΚέ-  No price for guessing that I was representing a methanol 

producer at that time! 

http://www.impca.be/
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But as we all know, things will change to the better for commodities, and when the product is 

short, it is time for the producers to celebrate. 

 

As mentioned above, when shipping of methanol between the continents became the rule rather 

than the exception, then there was a need for more detailed specifications.  But a need for a 

vehicle to look after other interests of the industry also had become evident. 

  

Office of storage company when 
product is LONG:

Producers office in good times:
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The following is a cutting ŦǊƻƳ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ bŜǿǎέ ƻŦ лрΦмлΦут ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ 

press release sent out after the IMPCA inauguration meeting held in Vienna on 30.09.87: 

 

The first Ordinary General Meeting of IMPCA took place as announced in the cutting above and 

the association was then ready to start operations. 
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Some years later these ideas were laid down in a Mission Statement: 

               

A Mission Statement can often look a little general and somewhat high-flying, so let us try in the 

following to be more precise in explaining how IMPCA has been fulfilling its mission.  

During the last two decades of the last century, ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

moved to areas where natural gas was abundant and hardly had other outlets than methanol. 

This development continued into this century, and still goes on.  This is of course no surprise, 

since methanol represents the simplest way of transporting natural gas.  When gas-fields are 

above a certain size, though, LNG is often the chosen alternative, but thŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ   

Looking back twenty years or so, consumption of methanol to a large extent, still took place in 

the developed parts of the world, hence an increased need for shipping and storage capacities 

for methanol arose.  At the same time an emerging globalisation of the production of methanol 

derivatives took place, and it is against this background we can observe the foundation and 

expansion of IMPCA. 

The following slide shows in short the current activities of IMPCA: 

 

Mission Statement IMPCA

Å Provide communications on matters of general and 
appropriate interest to its Members 

Å Promote activities of potential benefit to its Members

Å Promote a greater awareness of the benefits to be 
derived from the gas based industries by increasing 
links with the universities
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In the following we are describing some of the activities during the past 25 years, including 

looking at areas where we did not achieve what we intended (Statistical Services) and areas 

which temporarily have been put on hold (Scholarships and Bursaries). 

 

IMPCA European Mini -Conference 
The 24th Mini-Conference was held in Wiesbaden, Germany in June 2012 with close to 180 

participants, a number which this conference has attracted in later years.  In comparison, in the first 

conference in Amsterdam/Rotterdam in 1989, 35 persons where present and listened to two 

presentations given on board a boat cruising in the harbour of Rotterdam. 

This year the conference included a celebration of the first 25 years of IMPCA, with a special event 

for members and their partners only: 

More than 40 people participated in the Friday afternoon/evening program in Rüdesheim. The 

program included a cable car ride to visit the imposing Niederwalddenkmal Monument where the 

participants could enjoy the wonderful panoramic view of the area.  After having tasted some of the 

regions nice wines at .ǊŜǳŜǊΩǎ YŜƭƭŜǊǿŜƭǘ everyone went to Breuer's Rüdesheimer Schloss where the 

Anniversary Dinner took place. 

An integral part of the Mini-Conference is the Thursday evening dinner cruise.  2012 was of course no 

exception in that respect. In the photo below Deo van Wijk, former IMPCA Board Member then 

representing Metallgesellschaft, is being welcomed at the gangway of MS Rhenus in Rüdesheim by 

IMPCA president René Butzelaar of Solvadis. 


