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Introduction

By René Butzelaar, President

IMPCA will celebrate its 25@nniversary this autumn, and the Board has taken this opportunity
to put the associatio® history on record.

The chemicalcommodities indugies are used to facing imbalanced markets and changing

margins from time to time. So also the methamodlustry. Those of yowho have had the

pleasure ofbeing around during 1986 and 1987 will remember that it was bad. Really bad.
Personally | had B asked to talk about the European methanol markett ¥ / N2 OO2 Qa 2
Methanol Conferencen December 1986. My speech was short and to the point. | opened up
A0F0AY3Y a¢KS 9dzNRPLISIFY aSiKIFy2f al N]JSiad 2 KI{
all that had to be said. And a mess it was.

It is against this background that we have to understand how the idea about an association to

look after the interests of the methanol industry at large came aboAn association where

producers and consuars of methanol together with anyone linked to the industry can review

matters of common interest. Not a cartel of producers! There was not, and never had been, any
AyiSylAazy o6& GKS LISNE2Yya Aydndagd&it waenderodithly | a L
clear that in allof its activities the association would ensure compliance with-anost and anti-

compettion laws It goes without saying that we have of course fulfilled these reguénts in

the 25 yeas we have been in operatiand we willcontinue to do so.

If one should mention one name among the many who participated in the process leading up to
the first Ordinary General Meeting of IMPCA in San Francisco in December 1987, it has to be John
Stoney of ICl.John also became the first president of IMPCA, and he was joined in the first
Executive Committee by vice president Anthony J. Waters of BP Chearidaly the treasurer

Luc Duvillier of Petrofina.

Itis my hope that this booklet wille of interest to you

BrusselsSeptember2012 René Butzelaar

President
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Foreword by the Editor

Having followed IMPCA almost from day one, my first involvement waslakegate in the first
Ordinary General Meeting in San Franciscdetember 1987, | take great pleasurebeing

given the responsibility of editing this document, which covers the first 2arsyef the

I & & 2 O Aattiliite2 4t ha time of the first OGM, 37 companies had joined or were ready to
join.  Of the 10 cmpanies who had accepted to join the first official preparatory meeting in
London in March 1987, 5 are still involved in the methanol industry and still members of IMPCA.
The activities of the other 5 have been taken over by other companies who all are IMPCA
members.

Over the years IMPCA has lost a few members, in many instances because of restructuring
activities among methanol producers, consumers and service companigsweBhave gained

many new ones. tAime of writing we have 6%ull members from albver the world. ICI and e

3 central Ms from Europe, MCN, Metallgesellschaft and Methambio wereall on board from

the beginning, have stopped trading or do not deal in methanol amgdr. Their methanol
related activities, though, are now carriednoby others who find it useful to continue their
membership in IMBA, namely BMCN, Dynea, Methanex and Solvadis.

Lid YIe GKSNBT2NB 6S NAIKG G2 are GKIG al/2yiAy
combination with a continuous update, includinige maintenance work which takes place in
improving the IMPCMethanol Reference Specifications.

Brussels,Septembe2012 Trond R. Tenold

Director & Secretary
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Presentation of IMPCA

According to the associations Articles of Associatilba,objective of IMPCA is the study of problems
of common interest to the worldwide methanol industry and to represent and promote that
industry.

How we have done that during the first 25 years isailé®d more in detail in this document. Quite
early it became evident that increased international movement of methanol would require better
product specifications, and the IMPCA Methanol Reference Specifications were developed and
introduced.

Members

Membership is open to all companies whose activities involve production, marketing,
distribution of methanol (including service companies), or its use adsfeek in further
chemical procssing or as fuel. The Association knowk &d Associate Membergts.

At present IMPCA has 69l members, out of which 18an be classified as producers alid

as marketers, 1@re methanol consumers and for IBembers service activities are the link

to the industry.

Geographically one might say thilIPCA is Europedriased, agt3 members hae their main

base in Europe.16 of our members are based in Asia andthe Middle East, whilst 18re

based in the Americas. But of course, many of our members are operating globally, so IMPCA
is a true global organisation.

Themembers meet formally at least once a year, in the Ordinary General Meeting in June
prior to the European MirConference. The maitems on the agenda of the OGM are
FLILINR @ € 2F f1Fad @S| sNdddget and ety éf anentbgfsRto tieS E (i
Board and the Executive Committee.

It should be noted that the Association represents all members and not any specific interest
group. It can therefore fairly claim to represent all aspects of the Methanol industry covered
by its members. Its activities adedicated to promoting their joint interests.

In the tablessectionat the endof this document we have listed the foumgy members and
you willalsofind a link topresent members.
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Board and Executive Committee
Thefollowing members rpresentd on the Board werelected at the OGNheld in
Wiesbaden, Germany ifune 2012, and will serve until tiiaGM in 2013

Member Company Representative

BASF SE Mr. Wolfgang SCHLINDWEIN
CELANESE Chemicals Europe GmbH Mr. Andreas OBERKIRCH
DEWITT & CO. INC. Mr. Dave MC CASKILL
DYNEA AS Mr. Tarje BRAATEN
HELM AG Mr. Norbert BAUM

JIM JORDAN & ASSOCIATES Mr. Jim JORDAN
MIDER-HELM METHANOL VERTRIEBS GmbH Mr. Peter HEYN
MITSUBISHI CORPORATION Mr. Nobuhiko YAMADA
SABIC Mr. Klaus NEUHOF
SOLVADIS METHANOL GmbH Mr. René BUTZELAAR

ThorstenHeinicke will take over as official representative of Mitteim from October 2012

TheExecutive Committes composed as faivs:

Nobuhiko YAMADA René BUTZELAAR Peter HEYN
Vice President President Treasurer

Director & Secretary
At present Trond R. Tenold is serving as part time Director & Secretary. Trond and his
predecessain this position are presented in the tables section at the end of this document.
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Secretariat

Already during the formation peess, IMPCA benefitted from the valuable help and
assistance © Eric Yates, Director of EPCA, tBeussels based European Petrochemical
Association.From the beginning IMPCA entered into a contract with EPCA for secretarial and
accounting services. The first person in the EPCA office who helped IMPCA with the
secretarial services was Mandy Millar&ince 2003 Eleanor Conway has been the coéntac
persan for IMPCA members. For a small and lean organisation like IMPCA, it has been very
convenient to be able to share resources with EPCA. In particular when it comes to
organising events, like the Mi@onference fi, the present arrangement has been servis

well.

lmme 'Y/ Ammm S
mE_y @ 1 ‘mam-l

- =¥ e
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Eleanor Conway is looking after the interests of
IMPCA in the EPCA office in Avenue de Tervueren 270
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IMPCAZ More than just the Reference Specifications

Background

Many of you will know, but for some of you it may not be so obvious that IMPCA could already
be more involved in your dap-day operations than you are aware of. TiIMPCAMethanol
Reference Specificationare used by surveyors all over the world wherthanol is being
loaded and unloaded on the way from the producers to the -esdrs, often several times for

the same cargo.

For many years after Dr. Alwin Mittasch of BASF in 1913 produced the first synthetic methanol
from carbon monoxide and hydrogen his laboratory in Ludwigshafemethanol was a regional
product made from various feed stocks to a large extent by local producers.

Later, when methanol started travelling longer distances and certainly when shipping of
methanol between the continentsdzame the rule rather than the exception, then the need for
more detailed specifications arose. The IMPCA Reference Specifications therefore cover a wide
range of items, specifying limits and test methods.

Contamination of chloride, f.i., became an issueew methanol cargos started to cross the big
oceans.

IMPCA Reference Specifications

CHLORIDE IN METHANOL
METHOD IMPCA 002 - 98

Hence, it was not long after IMPCA was founded in 18&#,the IMPCA Reference
Specifications were developed, and they have been continuously updated and improved since
then.

It was in fact Nik&/os of SGS, together with Pierre Troude of the French methanol consumer
Rhone Poulenc and Robert Vriens of the Dutch producer Methanor and a few otheigitidity
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got things on paper for IMPCA. Theg®at version is a document of pages which you ¢a
find on our website, www.impca.be

The background for creating IMPCA was not primarily specifications, but it soon became a matter
GKAOK FAUGSR OSNE gStdandkaygetsi A 0 K GKS | aa20AF A2y

Handling Matters of Common Interest
The idea to create a platform for handling matters of common interest for those involvi in
methanol industry at largeame about in the aftermath of the dismal year 1986.

Theanimation belowdescribeswell the market situation at tlat time. Sorage companies could
have sold their capasés numerous times had lieen feasible. Similar situations have occurred
several times since then, as many of you will have experienced. The first tineslitoe usedl
this illustrationby the way,wasin a presentation givemt the World Methanol Conference in
Houston in 1989, i.e. 23 years agbhe title of that presentation wag a S (i Kg-Hgw@16ng is it
32Ay3 G2 0S . I N:BNokrte far gessing hal was yeiré&sknting a methanol
producer at thattime!
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Office of storage company when
product is LONG:

But as we all know, things will change to the better for commodities, and when the product is
short, it is time for the producers to celebrate.

As mentioned above, ien shipping ofnethanol between the continents became the rule rather
than the exception, then there was a need for more detailed specifications. But a need for a
vehicle to look after other imrests of the industry also had beoe evident
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The following is a cutting N2 Y &9 dzNRPLISIY [/ KSYAOLf bSgaé
press release sent out after tiMPCAinauguration meeng held in Vienna on 30.09.87:

The first Ordinary General Meeting of IMPCA took place as announced in the cutting above and

New methanol group

THE INTERNATIONAL methanol pro-
ducers and consumers association held
its inaugural meeting at the EPCA
conference in Vienna. The formation of
the society has been prompted by the
global expansion of methanol markets
in recent years, explained ICI’s meth-
anol manager, John Stoney.

Between 1977-1987 the percentage
of methanol production capacity in the
consumer areas has dipped from 82 per
cent to 36 per cent, WEI]E the percent-
age of production located in energy
exporting countries has risen from 1 to
34 per cent. Capacity produced by the
Eastern bloc has risen from 17 per cent
to 30 per cent.

A steering committee has been set up
comprising delegates from Celanese,
Metallgesellschaft, Mitsubishi Gas
Chemicals, ICI (whose methanol busi-
ness is known to be still under review),
Methanor, Petralgaz, Helm, Gantrade,
URBK, AHB Berlin and BP Chemicals.
Of these, only the last falls on the
consumer side of the methanol busi-
ness but participation by buyers is
considered crucial for the success of the
new association,

Stoney said the association will col-
lect and supply statistical information
and track fegislative, technical, stor-
age, environmental and other matters.
Anyone with an involvement in the
methanol industry is eligible to join
and fees are $1 000 for entrance, plus
$1 000 every year. A first meeting, at
which a committee will be elected, will
be at 2pm on December 1, 1987 in San
Francisco, prior to the Crocco and
Associates methanol forum there. A
detailed antitrust checklist has been
drawn up.

the association was then ready to start operations.

IMPCA
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Some years later these ideas were laid down in a Mission Statement:

IR
Wuiss% ’%

k_“_}; Mission Statement IMPCA

A Provide communications on matters of general and
appropriate interest to its Members

Promote activities of potential benefit to its Members
Promote a greater awareness of the benefits to be

derived from the gas based industries by increasing
links with the universities

A Mission Statement can often look a littigeneral and somewhat higftying, so let us tryn the
followingto be moreprecisein explaining how IMPCA has been fulfilling its mission

During the last two decades of thestacentury,i KS o6dzf { 2F GKS $2NI RQa Y
moved to areas where natural gas was abundant and hardly had other outlets than methanol.

This deelopment continued into this century, and still goes on. Thisficourse no surprise,
sincemethanol represents the simplest way of transporting natural gas. Whedigds are

above a certain size, though, LNG is often the chosen alternative,buitta | y2 6§ KSNJ & G 2 N.

Looking back twenty year sq consumption of methanol to a large extent, still took place in
the developed parts of the world, hence an increased need for shipping and storage capacities
for methanol arose. #the same time an emging globalisation of the production of methanol
derivativestook place and it is against this background we can observe the foundation and
expansion of IMPCA.

The following slide shows in short the current activities of IMPCA:
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In the following we are describing some of the activities during the past 25 years, including
looking at areas where we did not achieve what we intended (Statistical Sergicdsyreas
which temporarily havéeen put on hold (Scholarships and Bursaries).

IMPCAEuropean Mini -Conference

The 24 Mini-Conference was held in Wiesbaden, Germany in June 2012 with close to 180
participants, a number which this conference has attracted in later years. In comparison, in the first
conference in Amsterdam/Rotterdam in 1989, 35 persons where present iatehdd to two
presentations given on board a boat cruising in the harbour of Rotterdam.

This year the conference inded a celebration of thdirst 25 yearsof IMPCAwith a special event
for members and their partners only:

More than 40 people participated in the Friday afternoon/evening program in Ridesheim. The
program included aable car ride to visit the imposing Niederwalddenkmal Monument where the
participants could enjoy the wonderful panoramic view of the ardfter having tasted some of the
regions nice wines at NI dzS NI & evanghetwSniiaBselial's Riidesheimer Schlegsere the
Anniversary Dinner took place.

An integral part of the MinConference is the Thursday evening dinner cruise. 2012 was of aqourse
exceptionin that respect. h the photo below Deo van Wijkormer IMPCA Board Membehen
representing Metallgeskdchaft is beingwelcomed at thegangway of MS Rhenuis Ridesheinby
IMPCA president René Butzelaar of Solvadis.
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